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1. THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT MAY HAVE ONCE ENVISIONED ITS 
V-E DAY CELEBRATION THIS YEAR AS A COMMON EXERCISE IN 
DETENTE WITH ITS WESTERN ALLIES (REFTEL) BUT, IF SO, 

THAT WORD APPARENTLY NEVER REACHED DACCA. EVENTS HELD 
HERE WERE USED PARTLY TO EXTOL THE SOVIET ROLE IN 
WORLD WAR II BUT ALMOST MORE THAN THAT TO DENIGRATE 
THE UNITED STATES, PAST AND PRESENT. 

2. THE KICK-OFF OF WHAT TURNED OUT TO BE A THOROUGHLY 
ORCHESTRATED EFFORT BEGAN WITH A PUBLIC MEETING (IN A 
LOCAL CINEMA HALL) ORGAINIZED BY THE SOVIET, EAST GERMAN, 
CZECH AND POLISH EMBASSIES AND PRESIDED OVER BY 
AGRICULTURE MINISTER ABDUS SAMAD, HEAD OF BANGLADESH 
PEACE COUNCIL. SHARING THE PLACES OF HONOR WERE 

PRIME MINISTER MANSOOR ALI, SOVIET, GDR, CZECH AND 
POLISH AMBASSADORS, COMMUNIST PARTY OF BANGLADESH 
LEADER MONI SINH, BAKSAL FIGURE ABDUR RAZZAK AND 
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AWAMI JUDO LEAGUE LEADER SHEIKH FAZLUL HAQ MONI. 
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WHILE MANSOOR ALI APPEARS TO HAVE TRIED TO GIVE SOME 
BALANCE TO THE MEETING BY NOTING THAT THE FRENCH, 

BRITISH AND AMERICANS HAD ALSO FOUGHT AGAINST NAZI 
GERMANY, ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT WAS MUCH MORE EVIDENT. 
GDR AMBASSADOR BAYERLACHER USED THE OCCASION, FOR EXAMPLE, 
TO "CONGRATULATE THE VIETNAMESE ON THE CRUSHING BLOW TO 
THE IMPERIALISTS." MONI SINGH ASCRIBED THE DEFEAT OF 
NAZI GERMANY TO THE "FORCES OF PROGRESS" WHICH ARE 
ALSO TRIUMPHING OVER "IMPERIALISM." ABDUR RAZZAK 
SAID THAT THESE "FORCES OF PROGRESS" WILL CRUSH THE 
"FORCES OF FASCISM AND IMPERIALISM" AS THEY HAVE IN 
VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA. 

3. A SIDE-SHOW OF THE CELEBRATIONS WAS A SIX-DAY PROGRAM 
ORGIANIZED BY THE BANGLADESH PEACE COUNCIL. OPENING WITH 
AN EVENING OF "ANTI-FASCISH SONGS" AND DOCUMENTARY FILMS, 

IT WENT ON TO HEADIER FARE IN ENSUING DAYS. FOR EXAMPLE, 

ON MAY 5 MR. JUSTICE SYED MOHAMMAD HUSSEIN, A POST- 
LIBERATION APPOINTEE TO THE SUMPREME COURT, IN AN ADDRESS 
ON FASCISM IN WORLD WAR II SUGGESTED THAT FRANCE, GREAT 
BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES HAD CONNIVED TO LET NAZI 
GERMANY DEFEAT THE SOVIET UNION IN WORLD WAR II. THEN 

HE TROTTED OUT A LITANY OF ALLEGATIONS OF "FASCIST" 

EVENTS IN THE UNITED STATES IN THE 1950'S. FOR A FINALTE, 

HE SAID THAT THE "VICTORY OF THE PEOPLE IN INDO-CHINA 
(AND AFRICA) NOW SIGNALS THE START OF THE OPPRESSED 
PEOPLE AGAINST THE FASCIST FORCES." IN THE SAME VEIN, 

FINANCE MINISTER A. R. MALLICK, SPEAKING TO ANOTHER 
SUCH SEMINAR TWO DAYS LATER, MANAGED TO SAY THAT "THE 
LIBERATION OF BANGLADESH IN 1971 AND THE RECENT 
HUMILIATING DEFEAT OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM IN VIETNAM 
HAS ADDED A GLORIOUS CHAPTER OT THE HISTOR OF FEEDOM- 
LOVING PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE." 

4. IT WAS SUCH A FLAGRANT EXERCISE IN OVERKILL, IN 
FACT, THAT AT LEAST SOME BANGALEES WERE DISMAYED. 

WRITING OF THE WEEK'S "EXTRAVAGANZA" IN YESTERSDAY'S 
HOLIDAY, ONE COMMENTATOR OBSERVED: " TO AN AVID OBSERVER, 
HOWEVER, THE TARGET OF ATTACK SEEMED TO LIE SOMEWHERE ELSE. 
THE CENTRAL THEME OF IT WAS TO SAY THAT HITLER'S WAS JUST AN 
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APOLOGY OF FASCIMS; IT SHOULD REALLY BE THE AMERICANS WHO 
WERE TO BE IN THE DOCK. SOUNDS AS IF THE GERMAN FURER 
WAS ONLY A SECOND OFFICER UNDER GENERAL EISENHOWER." 

GOING ON TO ACCUSE THE RUSSIANS OF EXPLOITING "THE ANTI- 
AMERICAN EUPHORIA THAT RUNS ACROSS THE COUNTRY TODAY" AND 
DESCRIBING IN PART THE US ROLE IN THE WAR, THE COMMENTATOR 
CONCLUDED: 

"SPEAKING IN THE CONTEXT OF AMERICA AND RUSSIA, LET 
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US ONLY SAY THIS. KNOWING NOT WHO SHOULD TAKE LESSIONS 
FROM WHOM, SHALL WE ASK OUR GOOD FRIENDS FROM THE EAST: 
PLEASE LEAVE US ALONE." 

5. IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT WHEN THE SOVIETS HERE IN 
DACCA FIRST PLANNED THE V-E DAY EVENTS THEY DID INTEND 
TO ACCENTUATE DETENTE, AND POSSIBLY THE CHANGED 
CHARACTER CAN WHEN THEY WERE CARRIED AWAY BY THE 
OPPORTUNITY WHICH THE FALL OF CAMBODIA AND SOUTH 
VIETNAM OFFERED FOR EMBARRASSING THE UNITED STATES. 
HOWEVER, WE ARE NONE TOO SURE. THE CHOICE AMONG SPEAKERS 
AT THE PUBLIC MEETING AND THE LEAD TIME REQUIRED FOR 
PREPARATION OF THE PAPERS OFFERED AT THE PEACE COUNCIL 
SEMINAR SUGGEST THAT AN ANTI-AMERICAN EFFORT WAS 
INTENDED ALL ALONG. IN ANY EVENT, AMBASSADOR DID NOT 
ATTEND THE SPECIAL RECEPTION OFFERED BY 
THE SOVIET, GDR AND CZECH AMBASSADORS AT THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE WEEK'S FUNCTIONS, NOR DID ANY OTHER WESTERN 
AMBASSADOR AS FAR AS WE KNOW. 
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